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'Go, therefore, and make disciples of all the nations...' [Matt 28:19]  

ISSUE 2, MAY 17TH, 2020 

6TH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Second Week of Lent (Yr B) 

February 28th - March 7th 
 

Dear parishioners, 

As I write, the glorious spring sunshine is pouring through the window. Spring  

brings a sense of joy each year. We can still be joyful, even in Lent.  

Living Lent well this year 
We all know that during Lent each year we focus on the three traditional dis-

ciplines of prayer, fasting and almsgiving. Each week during Lent I hope to 

offer some small ideas that may help us to live these well (and perhaps crea-

tively) this year. 

This week - Almsgiving 

During Lent we are not just encouraged to give, but to give alms. This is a 

word of varying derivations, come to us through Old English, but having its 

roots in Greek. Almsgiving is not just charitable giving, with which we are all 

familiar. There are so many good and worthy cause to support, and we each 

have our preferences. Charitable giving is a noble thing to do and of course 

ought to be encouraged.  

Almsgiving, however, has a different connotation. It is the offering of relief  to 

those experiencing material poverty or hunger in particular and comes as a 

religious duty. Almsgiving in some form is an obligation for a Christian, and 

especially during Holy Seasons - most notably in Lent. 

The etymological root of alms is in the Greek for ‘Pity’ or ’Mercy’, and has the 

same source as the eleison in our invocation at Mass ’Kyrie eleison’  (Lord 

Have Mercy). Our Almsgiving is intended not only to be a concrete act of 

Mercy, but is to be given mercifully. If we give because we feel guilty, our 

charitable offering is certainly not wasted; but Lenten almsgiving must come 

from a deeper source - an open heart to my brother or my sister in need. I 

help you if you are in need because I desire to be merciful. My mercy is but a 

reflection of God’s total mercy - and I hope my willingness to see that He has 

already been merciful to me, who can only ever stand as a beggar before 

Him.  

What form, therefore, should our Lenten Alms take? and to where should it 

be directed? These questions cannot be answered with prescriptions. Each 

of us know what our capacity is and we exercise the virtue of prudence also. 

In Lent, relief of the poor is the primary principle of our almsgiving, but takes 

many forms. It may for instance come in the form of some work rather than 

simply hard cash. It may come as a consequence of the work of another 

agency we support, or it may be as straightforward as a response to the 

empty paper cup of the person outside the station on our daily commute.  

What, and however much our giving is, is almost irrelevant. The spiritual 

challenge in Lent is to ask for the grace to be motivated by Mercy.  

 

Next week - Prayer 

Fr Brian 
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General parish notices  
Michael Nutt RIP - Requiem Mass 
The Requiem Mass for Michael Nutt, a long-time and faithful parishioner, will take place on Friday 5th 

March at 10:30. Sadly we are still restricted by Government rules that limit 30 mourners at funerals. I 

know that many parishioners have expressed sadness at Michael ’s death and would like to attend, 

however his family and immediate associates naturally take precedence, which means that we can 

have only a maximum of 15 parishioners joining us on that day. There will be a booking list available 

online or through the Parish Office as for Sunday Mass. It may be possible for some others to attend 

the crematorium service afterwards instead, subject to their cap on numbers.  

200+ Club 
CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR FEBRUARY WINNERS:  

1st Prize:  #12   2nd Prize # 2     3rd Prize # 7     If you would like to participate in this 

fundraising initiative in the parish, application forms are available online. Entry is just £5.00 each 

month and can be either paid annually as a one-off subscription or monthly.   

Re-usable tech to support a local school - a huge THANKS! 

There has been a wonderful response to this appeal and children at a local Catholic school have ben-

efited from our assistance to help families who may be struggling at present. We thank in particular 

the IT specialist John Merritt from Technical Merritt computer services in Croxley Green who has 

helped us with the erasure of data on any hard-drives before donation.   

Can you assist our local foodbank? 
Many thanks to all who have been so generous in helping our local foodbank, which operates out of 

Emmanuel Church on Northwood High Street. Demand for their services has increased in these 

times. There is a donation box in our church porch for items that can be passed on to them.  
The following items in particular are needed: 

Toiletries (including toothpaste and shaving cream) 
Coffee (smaller containers are ideal) 
Juices and squashes 
Sugar (smaller packs are ideal) 
Tinned fish and meat 
Toilet paper (Smaller packs are ideal)  

Resources for Lent 
‘Day-by-Day’ is a pocket-sized guide to the daily readings at Mass. If you wish to have one to use dur-

ing Lent they are available now at the back of the Church or from the Office for £1.00 each. New Mis-

sals for the whole liturgical year are also now available for £5.00  

Prayer during Lent - Stations of the Cross 
This year we will not have our communal Stations of the Cross devotions on Friday evenings, at least 

until the current strict lockdown is eased. Instead, we are putting together a series of ‘virtual’ stations 

that can be shared through our parish media. We will pray together remotely on Friday evening each 

week and they will be available afterwards. 

Offertory envelopes 
The envelopes for Sundays in the tax year 2021 - 2022 will be prepared soon. Please let us know if 

you would like to move away from this mode of giving and begin a Standing -Order arrangement in-

stead. We will be happy to send you a form by mail or by email to facilitate this.  

New: Contactless giving 
We are now participating in a trial of contactless giving by card or by smartphone. The new machine is 

in the church porch, and is very user-friendly. We hope it will help people in planning their contribution 

to the parish. In due course it will be available to be used for other things such as hall -hire or reposito-

ry purchases.  



Lockdown arrangements St Matthews  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On days where Requiem Masses are celebrated in the morning, there will be no other Mass in the par-

ish that day to avoid our reliance on stewards to clean and re-clean the church between Masses. As a 

reminder, in order to maintain social distancing, numbers at all Sunday Masses are reduced. Attend-

ance must be booked using the online booking system or by calling the parish office.  

Confessions: 
Regular scheduled Confession times are suspended, however Fr Brian will be available where possi-

ble on request or by a prior appointment. 

Church opening for prayer: 
During this time, the street door to the church will remain open after Mass in the daylight hours so that 

people can visit the church for prayer. The internal glass doors to the porch will remain locked and 

cleaning and sanitizing materials will be provided for all visitors to use. Periods of Exposition of the 

Blessed Sacrament during each day for people who wish to pray in the porch area will be advertised 

weekly.   

Mass intention and requests: 
It may be that there has to be a change in the schedule that results in a particular Mass intention that 

is requested is not being offered on the date or time requested. Where possible, we will endeavor to 

contact the donor in these circumstances. These Masses will be said but may be given to Priests in 

non-parish ministry or who have retired and have the availability to assist us. The offering given is also 

forwarded to them as part of their income. If you desire that the Mass you have requested is celebrat-

ed in St Matthew’s please contact us so that we can re-schedule the Mass for a different time. A list of 

these ‘Binated’ Masses will be published periodically on the church noticeboards.  

General access restrictions: 
Access to areas of the church that are not within the seating area of the nave is curtailed as much as 

possible This is to prevent too many surfaces being touched and requiring cleaning. The toilets in the 

hall will no longer be opened, unless by a steward on request. 

Parish Office Operation: 
The Parish Office hours will be reduced from Monday 11th. January there will be someone to attend to 

enquiries only on Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 9:30am - 12:30. This measure is to ensure 

our paid staff can be sufficiently protected in their workplace. Access will only be possible to the recep-

tion area, with no visitors permitted inside the office.  

Sunday School Update(s)  
Our Sacramental preparation classes resume this week after half-term 

We are delighted that 70 of our children have now signed-up for access to the online Sunday School 

resources. If you have missed out, or are having any difficulty in logging in our accessing the material, 

please contact Eileen through the office or please email her directly: eileenosullivan@rcdow.org.uk  

Daily Mass  

Monday: 10:30am 

Tuesday: 10:30am 

Wednesday - Church Closed 

Thursday: 7:00pm 

Friday: 10:30am 

Saturday 10:30am 

Sunday Mass:  

  Saturday:  6:00pm [Vigil] 

  Sunday:  9am [also livestreamed] 

  Sunday:  11:15 

  Sunday:  6:00pm  



 

PLEASE JOIN US IN PRAYING FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK  

AND THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 
 

 

FOR THOSE WHO ARE UNWELL:  

Steven Simmons, Ron Picardo, Ada Barker, Philippa O'Connor, Roma, A parish family member, Victor 

& Gilda Kumarathasan, Barry Jervis, Audrey Potts, as well as others for whom we have been praying 

together recently. We will happily add any requests for prayer to our sick-list, which will be updated 

weekly. Please contact us with any additional names and accept our apologies for anyone we have 

missed off it.  

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED RECENTLY:  

Agnes ‘Betty’ Kielty, Emma Loomes, Michael Nutt, Anthony (Steve) Fewer, Ferdinando (Fred) De 

Nuccio, as well as others for whom we have recently been praying together. Please contact us with any 

additional names you may wish to be added to this list which will be updated weekly, and accept our 

apologies for anyone we have missed off it.  

AND THOSE WHOSE ANNIVERSARY OCCURS AROUND THIS TIME: 

Eoin Coyle, May Lloyd, Rosemary O’Connor, Tom Grant, Fr Michael Hollings, James Keegan, Greta 

Johnson, Mary Adams, Maureen Cuss, Edmund Rossi, Concicao Azevedo, Agostino Di Falco. Please 

contact us with any additional names you may wish to be added to this list which will be updated week-

ly, and accept our apologies for anyone we have missed off it.  

 

MASSES AND SERVICES THIS WEEK  (FEBRUARY 28TH - MARCH 7TH) 
    

SUNDAY 28th FEB       SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT (YR B)  
 
               9:00     PETER RONALD FROST RIP (ANNIV) 
               11:15    MANUEL FERREIRA RIP 
               18:00    AGOSTINO DI FALCO RIP (ANNIV)        

 
MONDAY 1st  March   10:30     FR MICHAEL DOYLE (INTN) 
               Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 12noon-18.00 
 

TUESDAY 2nd            10:30     AGOSTINO DI FALCO RIP (ANNIV)  
               Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 12noon-18.00 

                                                       
WEDNESDAY 3rd              NO PUBLIC MASS

     

 
                                         

THURSDAY 4th        19.00     WHAY WING YIU RIP    

               Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 17.00-18.45 
                       

                       
FRIDAY 5th            10:30     REQUIEM MASS: MICHAEL NUTT  
               Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 15:00 - 18:00 
 
                                      

SATURDAY 6th       10:30      WHAY WING YIU RIP 

               Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 12noon-17.45 

               18.00     TOM GRANT RIP (ANNIV) 
                             

SUNDAY 7th MARCH   THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT (YR B) 
 
               9:00     MAUREEN CUSS RIP (ANNIV) 
               11.15    PEOPLE OF THE PARISH 
               18.00    VINISHYA THERESA 
 


