
ST MATTHEW’S CATHOLIC CHURCH, 
 NORTHWOOD 

'Go, therefore, and make disciples of all the nations...' [Matt 28:19]  

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

(July 25th - August 1st)  
 

Dear parishioners, 
School’s Out For Summer! 

In the last year or so we have all been so totally consumed with all things 
COVID that it has perhaps been easy to overlook that ‘normal’ life has 
continued along, as the seasons have turned and the highs and lows of 
the regular rhythmic cycle of life-events rolls onwards. Another school year 
has now ended and summer holidays are here again. 

I was reminded of the significance of these moments by a parishioner who 
this week waived goodbye to primary school for her eldest child; the great 
adventure of Secondary School beckons after the break. This, and other 
moments like it, is a very significant thing for a family and for individual 
children. Learning to cope with inevitable change and transition is one of 
the key lessons that all children must learn and one that does not neces-
sarily get easier as we grow up. New possibilities arise and excite us, but 
are not possible without saying good-bye to what has become familiar and 
perhaps where we have been very happy.  

Holiday times are a gift to us when we are about to have a change in life. 
There is a great value of having a short pause between one world and the 
next, so that we can re-set the switches and prepare mentally. Perhaps 
this summer sees a change of circumstance for your family, of whatever 
sort it may be? If this is so, even with (or perhaps especially because of) 
the year that has been, I hope that the traditional August season of vaca-
tion is a restful and fruitful one for you, and for all our parishioners. 

Lifting of restrictions 

As we all know, from last Monday the government (almost completely) 
eased the final COVID-related restrictions. This weekend will be our first 
weekend together when we see some of these changes in operation at St 
Matthew’s. They will naturally have an ongoing impact on the life of the 
parish. In line with the advice of The Bishops’ Conference of England and 
Wales, it is my intention to proceed with caution and introduce a phased 
lifting of the current restrictions.  

Overleaf I have reprinted the information provided last week, where I at-
tempted to lay out the significant changes that affect us, along with some 
of the areas where it may be still prudent to continue with caution. As al-
ways, I sincerely hope that parishioners will share their feedback about 
how we manage this transition phase towards September when it is our 
presumption that parish life will look more or less like it has been in the 
past.  

The Bishops of England and Wales have also released a statement con-
cerning the return of the obligation to attend Sunday Mass, which will be re
-applied from the First Sunday of Advent 2021. This statement is re-
printed in full and is on the noticeboard with copies available in the porch. 

 With every blessing for the week ahead,  

Fr Brian 

SERVING THE COMMUNITIES OF NORTHWOOD AND NORTHWOOD HILLS 

 

CONTACT US 

Parish Address: 

32 Hallowell Road,  

Northwood 

Ha6 1DW 

www.stmatthewsnorthwood.org 

Online booking for Mass: 

https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/
northwood/events/ 

Telephone Number: 

01923 840 736 

In an emergency: 

07919 842 767 

Email: 

northwood@rcdow.org.uk 
 

Fr Brian O’Mahony   

Parish Priest: 

Email: 
brianomahony@rcdow.org.uk 
 

Parish Office: 

Contact Cheryl Myring or Siobhan Hogg  

9:00 — 2:30pm Monday - Friday 

Sunday School &  Catechetics:  

RE Co-ordinator: Eileen O’Sullivan 

eileenosullivan@rcdow.org.uk 

 

Hall Bookings: [currently n/a] 

northwoodph@rcdow.org.uk 

 

SAFEGUARDING  
Colette Quirk 

Elizabeth Scudder 
 

EMAIL(S):  

northwoodsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  

northwoodsg2@safguardrcdow.org.uk  

Or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk  

 



General parish notices  
 

INTRODUCING FR TOM MONTGOMERY - Our New Parish Priest  
Fr Tom will be coming to St Matthew’s as Parish Priest in Sep-

tember. I have included a photograph here so that everyone can 

recognise him. Fr Tom studied at the Beda College in Rome and 

was ordained five years ago. He comes to us from the parishes of 

South Harrow and Northolt, and has also spent time in Enfield 

and Welwyn Garden City parishes . He will bring great gifts to St 

Matthew’s, and I am sure he will be very welcome and happy 

here. There are naturally many things to handover to him over 

the summer and he will need time to settle into his new role. You 

may  become familiar with the phrase: ‘this will be something that 

Fr Tom will attend to when he arrives’ from the current parish 

priest! Apart from those necessary things that relate to the easing of post-COVID restrictions, it 

would be unfair on Fr Tom for me to introduce new initiatives at this point. I am sure that there 

will be great understanding from everyone on this matter and thank you in advance for your co

-operation and generosity, which is such a hall mark of St Matthew ’s. 

Welcome to those who have  been Baptised recently! 
Last weekend we celebrated the baptism of Dawid Michał and Iris Sophia. This weekend we wel-

come Evelyn Rose as a new Christian. Next weekend we will celebrate with Olivia and Issac and 

ther families. These are all causes of great joy and there will be further baptisms over the course 

of the summer. For families who have not already made arrangements and are seeking Baptism 

for their children, there are sadly no further slots available before the Autumn. Fr Tom will spend 

September and October getting to know our families and will begin to schedule celebrations from 

November onwards.   
Supporting Mary’s Meals 
For a number of years, St Matthew’s has generously supported the work of the charity Mary’s 

Meals, whose mission is to feed school-children in places of poverty and thus assist them to 

stay in education. Traditionally, this has been through their used textile collection. Sadly this 

aspect of their fundraising is no longer happening for various reasons. This year we will in-

stead host a bucket-rattle collection at the doors after Masses next weekend - July 31st / 1st. 

For those who are not familiar with the wonderful work that Mary ’s Meals does in feeding 

school children in impoverished places, there is information about their works on their website: 

www.marysmeals.org.uk/what-we-do/  

200+ Club fundraising initiative: 
The July draw for our 200+ club too place last weekend. This month’s winners are: 

1st Prize (50% of pot): # 38   2nd Prize (35% of pot): # 39    3rd Prize (15% of pot): # 8 

As the number of members increases, so too does the value of the prize-pool. We still have less 

than 100 members, but this will rise as we return to a fuller congregation and look towards Sep-

tember. If you would like to be a part of this initiative, please contact the office or find the applica-

tion forms and information on our website. 

Parish Evening Walking Group 
The starting of our Parish Walking Group has been very well received. For anyone who is keen to 

join in, we normally meet on Wednesday evenings (unless otherwise notified). Meeting is at 

6:30pm, and the duration of the walk is 1 Hour. No need to book, just turn up at 6.30pm and we 

will set off at 6.35. For more information please call/text Deirdre Carroll on 07950 935 408 or 

Anne Grant on: 07968 248 898. 



Easing of COVID restrictions  

from Monday 19th July 
 

The Bishop’s Conference has provided guidance for the safe easing of restrictions in churches 
across the country. Some of the guidance applies across every parish, however as a general 
principle, we are encouraged to decide at the level of each community what is the best strategy 
to adopt.  

It would be imprudent to change everything back all at once, and it would potentially alarm some 
of our congregation, and thus be counter-productive in encouraging them back to participate fully 
in the life of our parish. If we think of all the various aspects of our church life that have been al-
tered in these months, the list is relatively long. For now therefore, at St Matthew’s: 

Arriving at Mass: 

  The Booking System for Sunday Mass will be phased out. 

  We will invite our stewards to continue their service on Sundays to assist people arriving at 
Mass, to be a welcoming face, and to allow our bench-space at busier Masses to be maxim-
ised in a way that does not make anyone feel uncomfortable.   

  Hand-sanitising provision will remain at the church entrances 

  Wearing of facemasks will still be strongly encouraged  

  The Holy Water Stoops will not yet be re-filled, however Holy Water remains available near 
the church door. 

In the Church:  

  Wearing of facemasks will still be strongly encouraged  

  Distancing measures will begin to be phased out, with more of our bench-space released 
for use gradually. It is likely that some benches will remain closed-off for now. The side-aisles 
seem to be the best places for this and will be reviewed over the next few weeks 

During Mass: 

  Congregational singing will again be permitted. We will not yet re-distribute hymn books, 
with the words of any hymns being sung printed out for single-use. Conversations with our 
musicians are ongoing, and over time we will be seeking to expand this service to our com-
munity and perhaps trial new things. 

  A physical Sign of Peace will remain discouraged. 

  Communion will be distributed under one Species (not from the chalice) only at the head of 
the Aisle, as previously. The priest will continue to wear a mask and sanitise his hands before 
Communion. Fr Brian will do his best to co-ordinate this change and we ask for patience as 
we again become used to this manner of receiving. 

  Those who desire to receive Our Lord on their tongue may again do so without restriction. 
Keeling to receive The Lord is an entirely acceptable form of personal devotion that nobody 
should feel uncomfortable doing.  

  The Collection Basket will be re-introduced with the collector alone holding the basket, ra-
ther than passing from hand-to-hand. New expressions of interest for those who may wish to 
serve as counters  will be welcomed. For those who wish to contribute without using the bas-
kets, a new collection box will be placed at the front of the church, and use of the contactless 
machine will be encouraged.  

Ways to serve our parish: 

  Our adult Altar Servers will be asked to resume their service during the week, with Children 
and Sunday Servers re-introduced later in the summer. There will be an active recruitment 
campaign for new Servers from amongst all the age-groups who have already received their 
First Holy Communion. 

  Our Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist will be invited to resume their service gradual-
ly over the summer weeks. New expressions of interest for those who may wish to serve will 
be welcomed.   

  We will be seeking new volunteers to act as collectors during Mass.  

  Our readers will continue with their invaluable service of the Word as up to now. 



PLEASE JOIN US IN PRAYING FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK AND 

THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 
 

FOR THOSE WHO ARE UNWELL:  

Those sick with COVID throughout the world, Anna Kelly, Peter McDonald, Sheila Maclaran, Justin, 

Margaret Downing, Ron Picardo, Victor & Gilda Kumarathasan, Barry Jervis, as well as others for 

whom we have been praying together recently. We will happily add any requests for prayer to our sick -

list, which will be updated weekly. Please contact us with any additional names and accept our apolo-

gies for anyone we have missed off it.  

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED RECENTLY:  

Tom Reilly, Veronica Keilty, Anthony Atienza, Arlene Anderson, Rosslyn Cooper, as well as others for 

whom we have recently been praying together. Please contact us with any additional names you may 

wish to be added to this list which will be updated weekly, and accept our apologies for anyone we 

have missed off it.   

AND THOSE WHOSE ANNIVERSARY OCCURS AROUND THIS TIME: 

Daniel McSweeney, Ingrid Neckar, Vera Jakob, Thomas Backman. Please contact us with any addi-

tional names you may wish to be added to this list which will be updated weekly, and accept our apolo-

gies for anyone we have missed off it.  
 

MASSES AND SERVICES THIS WEEK  (JULY 25TH - AUG 1ST)  
    

SUNDAY 25th JULY  SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

               9:00   CECELIA YEUNG RIP                

               11.15  JAMES DOLING RIP  

               18.00  HOLY SOULS IN PURGATORY 

 

MONDAY 26th       10:30  DANIEL & SADIE GALLAGHER (SP INTNS) 
                 12:00 - 16:00 Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament*           

  
TUESDAY 27th         10:30  EILEEN & JOHN WILDSMITH (SP INTNS) 
                 12:00 - 16:00 Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament*           

                                        
WEDNESDAY 28th       NO PUBLIC MASS - OPEN FOR PRIVATE PRAYER            
                                      

THURSDAY 29th      19:00  JOE DA CUHNA RIP  
                 18:00 - 19:00 Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament*    

                                     
FRIDAY 30th         10:30  MANUEL FIERRERA RIP 
                 13:00 - 16:00 Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament*           

    
SATURDAY 31st       10.30  THOMAS BACKMAN RIP 
                 16.00 - 17:45 Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament     
                

               18.00  FR ROBERT (SP INTN)                     
                        

SUNDAY 1st AUGUST EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

               9:00   PEOPLE OF THE PARISH 

               11.15  PHILOMENA QUINN (SP INTNS)  

               18.00  NO EVENING MASS          

 

Holy Father’s Prayer intention for JULY:  

During the month of July this year Pope Francis has asked us all to pray: for social, economic and political situa-

tions of conflict, we may be courageous and passionate architects of dialogue and friendship.  
 

* EXPOSITION: Whilst every effort will be made to ensure that this will take place at the times noted, circumstances may 

dictate that it be curtailed or cancelled at short-notice if Fr Brian is not available to facilitate it. We apologise for any incon-

venience that this may cause.  


